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Why was the 2020 IPAC Conference cancelled? 
Given the current COVID-19 pandemic and concerns expressed by multiple members of 
the IPAC Board and Committee Chairs about possible travel restrictions, cancelled 
training budgets, and more, the Board decided it was in the best interest of IPAC to 
cancel the 2020 IPAC Conference in San Diego. 
 

What happened to IPAC’s contract with the San Diego hotel?  Did cancelling the 
2020 Conference cost IPAC any money? 

With the help of our vendor Premier Event Resources (PER), President George Vaughan 
and PER’s Luci Whiteman negotiated a change of dates rather than a full cancellation, 
saving IPAC thousands of dollars.  The Board voted to hold the 2021 IPAC Conference in 
San Diego. 

 
If the 2021 IPAC Conference is now going to be in San Diego, what about the plans 
to hold the 2021 IPAC Conference in San Antonio? 

The Board voted to move all conference sites forward one year, so the 2022 IPAC 
Conference will be held in San Antonio. 

 
Can the Pre-Conference Workshops be hosted virtually?  Will any of the keynote 
speakers be presenting their topic via a webinar?   

The Board, Conference Chair Lindsay McFarlane, Conference Program Committee Chair 
Julie Weintraub, Professional & Scientific Affairs Committee Chair Richard Landers, PhD, 
and others are looking to bolster virtual content.  Additional information will be 
forthcoming in the near future. 
 

Will there be a virtual Social Event?   
We do not know if a virtual Social Event is possible, but IPAC will be holding a Virtual 
Hospitality Suite/Happy Hour in May.  If this online activity is successful, we may do it 
again in July. 

 
Will there be a 2020 winner for the Student Paper Award? 

Student Papers have been submitted, so IPAC will hold the Student Paper competition in 
2020.  Look for an announcement of the Student Paper winner in late July. 
 

Will there be a 2020 Bemis Award winner? 
Yes, the 2020 Stephen E. Bemis Award winner will be announced in late July. 
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Will there be a 2020 Innovations in Assessment Award? 
We will request nominations for this award in the coming weeks and plan to announce 

the winner in late July. 

 
What about the President’s Reception to honor 2020 President George Vaughan?  
This reception is a long-standing IPAC tradition. 

Discussions are underway about having a virtual President’s Reception on Sunday, 

July 19.  The IPAC Board and Conference Committee want to recognize and honor 

George for his contributions and leadership in 2020.  Once a decision has been made, 

information will be shared with IPAC members. 

 
When will IPAC hold its Annual Business Meeting that is required per the Bylaws? 

IPAC will hold its Annual Business Meeting in 2020 either online or telephonically.  The 
date, meeting details, and topics will be sent to IPAC Members in advance of the 
meeting. 

 
What about the 2020 Conference Committee? 

Lindsay McFarlane, Conference Chair, has agreed to serve as the Chair for the 2021 
IPAC Conference.  The 2020 Conference Committee Chairs will have the opportunity to 
retain their positions for 2021, if they choose.  The Conference Committee will continue 
to accept volunteers to serve for 2021 to assist and shadow the various Chairs. 

 
I am interested in being involved in helping with virtual events, workshops, and/or 
webinars.  Who do I contact? 

You can contact Professional & Scientific Affairs Committee Chair Richard Landers, PhD.  
His email is:  rlanders@umn.edu 

 
 
 
 
Last Updated 04/29/2020 

mailto:rlanders@umn.edu

